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EN EL OJO NACE LA ROSAEN EL OJO NACE LA ROSA

Luz LizarazoLuz Lizarazo



Throughout her multidecade career, Lizarazo’s 
poetic and political art has developed a distinctive 
visual language that confronts the systemic 
subjugation of the female voice and body, creating 
a space that recognizes and celebrates female 

autonomy, sexuality, and liberation.

Eugenio Viola 



The obsession of Luz Lizarazo to understand the mystery 
of human existence, coupled with a feeling of emotional 
emptiness that invaded her for many years—the result of 
a devastating loss—led her to a spiritual quest that has 
driven and permeated her artistic practice for more than 
two decades. That attempt to find meaning in life is now 
palpable in her exhibition “In the eye is born the rose,” which, 
in its conception, is a dialogue of polarities, a face-to-face 
encounter between light and darkness, Day and Night, two 
aspects of the Self that are integrated through the metaphor 
of the eclipse, providing a deep understanding of life.
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With an artistic trajectory of more than thirty years, Luz 
Lizarazo today chooses to look at her reality without 
distortions, placing her inner search, with all that it entails, 
before the constant exploration of the external world. This 
insistence on approaching the invisible aspects of life without 
concealment leads her to create a sort of iconography or 
personal mythology, which, according to mythologist and 
writer Joseph Campbell, “is not ‘myth’ in the sense of a 
‘false fantasy story’ but metaphorical language about direct 
experience.”  Thus, in Lizarazo’s mythology, specific symbols 
prevail, such as the naked female body, the eye (open and 
closed), the bed, animals, fire, earth, water, and air, that, in 
the manner of mantras, are revisited and repeated by the 
artist over and over again, as fundamental tools that bring 
her closer to her personal enlightenment process. 

The plastic inquiry of Day begins with the conformation of an 
intimate space, illuminated and warm, in which the presence 
of a bed stands out, decorated with crystals and protective 
plants from where ceramic torsos and representations of 
goddesses sprout, reborn from the center of a flower. The 
bed, being “the place where everything happens,” becomes 
an intimate territory, the epicenter of pleasure and kundalini 
energy,  the support of the body as a sacred temple that lives 
and then dies. Day, in Lizarazo’s words, “is the manifestation 
of life” with all its events; it is the moment when plants 
bloom and emerge from the most unexpected corners, the 
fluid and spontaneous movement of the female body, the 
nipples feeding a newborn, the human being exalting the 
animals.

“The dark cave you fear to enter is where 
your treasure lies.”

Joseph Campbell
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Night, in contrast, invites us to pass through a portal 
dressed in open and closed eyes—symbols of external 
vision and internal light—that leads us to a deconstructed 
altar that sacralizes the exhibition room. It abounds with 
paintings, found and intervened objects as offerings and 
rituals, representing Lizarazo’s true nature. Likewise, the 
sacredness of the space is accentuated with a sort of 
candelabra, whose arms hold busts of animals, women, and 
hermaphrodites in a deep meditative state. With a candle, 
the artist points to the crown chakra—the energetic center 
of spiritual connection located at the crown of the head—of 
each being, reiterating her surrender and surrender to her 
own awakening of consciousness.

Luz Lizarazo uses the metaphor of the eclipse to refer to that 
constant dance, to that “complex dialogue of differences”  
between light and darkness in which the life of every human 
being takes place. Thus, this play of opposites serves as a 
catalyst, like a firefly that seduced the artist with its beautiful 
glow amid darkness, to honor herself and her artistic work 
and continue embracing her spiritual path.

Paula Bossa
Curator 

1.  Pinkler, Leandro. “Prólogo” [“Prologue”], in Campbell, Joseph. Mitos de la luz. Metáforas orientales de lo eterno (Buenos 
Aires: Marea Editorial, 2005), p. 12.

2. According to Hinduism, kundalini is the primordial and creative energy that resides in the sacrum in the form of a ser-
pent.

3. Morera Vega, Aurora, El diálogo de polares en Gestalt [The Dialogue of Polarities in Gestalt]. https://gestaltnet.net/
sites/default/files/articulos/dialogo-polares-gestalt.pdf
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Day, in Lizarazo’s words, “is the manifestation of 
life” with all its events; it is the moment when plants 
bloom and emerge from the most unexpected 
corners, the fluid and spontaneous movement of 
the female body, the nipples feeding a newborn, the 
human being exalting the animals.
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Luz Lizarazo
El día, 2023
Oil on canvas
200 x 165 x 5 cm
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Luz Lizarazo
Placer universal, 2023
Mixed media on paper
50 x 70 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Placer con plantas y cristales de protección, 2023

Mixed media on paper
34.5 x 50 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Bordando el paisaje, 2023
Mixed media on paper
50 x 70 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Ritual, 2023

Mixed media on paper
50 x 70 cm.



Luz Lizarazo
Huerta orgánica, 2022
Mixed media on paper
100 x 70 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Las tetas, 2023

Dry gourd and pearls 
Variable dimensions



Luz Lizarazo
Circe, 2023
Iron, bronze, quartz, amethyst, obsidian
238 x 167 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Un Orden, 2023

Drawing on cowhide 
220 x 210 cm.



Luz Lizarazo
Sombra y hueso, 2023
Cow femur and steel
956 x 5 x 3 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Rosal coronado con mujeres hongo, 2023
Iron, bronze, fabric, glazed ceramic, paper, and light
174 x 42 x 31 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
La Victoria De Los Justos I, 2023
Brass
Variable dimensions (5 elements)
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Luz Lizarazo
La Victoria De Los Justos II, 2023
Brass
16 x 10 cm
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Luz Lizarazo
La Victoria De Los Justos III, 2023
Brass
Variable dimensions (5 elements)
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Luz Lizarazo
La Victoria De Los Justos IV, 2023
Brass
Variable dimensions (5 elements)
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Luz Lizarazo
La Victoria De Los Justos V, 2023
Brass
Variable dimensions
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Luz Lizarazo
Ofrenda II, 2023
Glazed ceramic
25 x 37 x 37 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Anfitriones Imperfectos, 2023

Iron, bronze, amethyst, pyrite, quartz, ceramic and rose
39 x 139 x 186 cm.



Night, in contrast, invites us to pass through a 
portal dressed in open and closed eyes—symbols 
of external vision and internal light—that leads 
us to a deconstructed altar that sacralizes the 
exhibition room. It abounds with paintings, found 
and intervened objects as offerings and rituals, 
representing Lizarazo’s true nature
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Luz Lizarazo
La noche, 2023
Oil on canvas
200 x 165 x 5 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Altar, 2023

Oil on canvas, brass, iron, iron, amber, glass, bronze, 
ceramics, stone, paper, glass beads, beetles, thread, 

obsidian, selenite, silver, branch and quartz. 
Variable dimensions (38 elements)





Luz Lizarazo
Umbral, 2023

Iron, bronze, agate
222 x 113 x 1 cm.

L
u
z
 
L
i
z
a
r
a
z
o

L
u
z
 
L
i
z
a
r
a
z
o



Luz Lizarazo
Alumbramiento, 2023
Glazed ceramic, opal, pearls and light
10 x 15 x 20 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
La intuición, 2023

Glazed ceramic, bronze, branch and brass 
155 x 18 x 19 cm

Glazed ceramic: 17 x 18 x 19 cm 
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Luz Lizarazo
La escucha, 2023
Glazed ceramic, bronze, branch and brass 
165 x 15 x 20 cm
Glazed ceramic: 19 x 15 x 20 cm 
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Luz Lizarazo
Guardian, 2022
Horns, bronze, iron
180 x 50 x 13 cm
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Luz Lizarazo
Mantener el fuego encendido, 2023
Glazed ceramics, iron, bronze, silver, and candles 
190 x 176 x 88 cm 
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Luz Lizarazo
Ofrenda I, 2023
Glazed ceramic
32 x 22 x 22 cm



Luz Lizarazo uses the metaphor of the eclipse 
to refer to that constant dance, to that “complex 
dialogue of differences”  between light and darkness 
in which the life of every human being takes place.
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Luz Lizarazo
El sol y la luna, 2023

Iron, pyrite and crystal quartz
52 x 150 x 70 cm 
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Luz Lizarazo
El día y la noche, 2022
Mixed media on paper
36 x 50 cm.



Luz Lizarazo
El día y la noche bailando, 2023
Oil on canvas
185 x 150 x 5 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Eclipse #2, 2022

Mixed media on paper
34.5 x 50 cm
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Luz Lizarazo
Eclipse #3, 2022
Mixed media on paper
34.5 x 50 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Eclipse #4, 2023

Mixed media on paper
34.5 x 50
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Luz Lizarazo
Eclipse #5, 2023
Mixed media on paper
34.5 x 50 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Eclipse #6, 2023

Mixed media on paper
34.5 x 50 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Eclipse #7, 2023
Mixed media on paper
34.5 x 50 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Eclipse #8, 2023

Mixed media on paper
34.5 x 50 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo
Eclipse #9, 2023
Mixed media on paper
34.5 x 50 cm.
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Luz Lizarazo | 1966, born in Bogotá, Colombia
Lives and works in Bogotá, Colombia 

Collections

MAMBO, Museo de Arte Moderno de  Bogotá, Colombia. 
Fundación Museo de Bellas Artes. Caracas, Venezuela. 
Museo La Tertulia. Cali, Colombia.
Museo de Arte Contemporáneo. Santa  Marta, Colombia. 
Biblioteca Luis Ángel Arango. Bogotá, Colombia. 
Fundación Caja Madrid. Madrid, Spain 
CGAC, Centro Gallego de Arte  Contemporáneo. Santiago de Compostela, Spain. 
APT Artist Pension Trust 
SHMOG Shanghai Museum of Glass. - Instituto Figueiredo Ferraz. SP –  Brazil.

Solo Exhibitions

2023     En el ojo nace la rosa. Galería Casas Riegner. Bogotá, Colombia.
2022     Cicatrices. Museo la Tertulia. Bogotá, Colombia.
2021	 Cicatrices. MAMBO. Bogotá, Colombia.  
	 Nervio Óptico, InFocus. Galería Casas Riegner, Bogotá, Colombia. 
2018 	 Paramento. Liberia, Central  Contemporánea, Bogotá, Colombia. 
2017	 Ornitografías. Museo de arte  Moderno de Barranquilla. Colombia.
2014	 Una línea un hilo. Museo de  artes visuales. Universidad Jorge Tadeo  Lozano. Bogotá, Colombia. 
2013	 Desde el Antejardín. Cámara de  Comercio de Bogotá, Bogotá, Colombia.
2012	 Hexágono Irregular. San-Art. Ho Chi Minh City,  Vietnam. CerModern. Ankara, Turkey. 
2010	 Celosías. Estéticas de la  Paranoia. Festival La Mar de Músicas,  Cartagena, Spain. 
2007	 Xenogamia. MCO Arte Contemporâneo. Oporto, Portugal.
2006	 De Tripas Corazón. Premio  Luis Caballero, Galería Santa Fé, Bogotá, Colombia.
2001	 La Bella Durmiente. Alianza  Francesa, Bogotá, Colombia. 
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Collective Exhibitions

2022	 CantoHondo, InFocus. Galería Casas Riegner, Bogotá, Colombia.
2020	 CO-RELATION: The Art of Unity. Co-curated by Manuela Reyes and Trinidad Zaldíva, IDB Cultural Center, Washington D.C, USA 
              Diálogos. Galería Casas Riegner, Bogotá,  Colombia. 
              Dos a dos. Sala de arte  Colombo Americano de Medellín, Medellín,  Colombia.  
2019	 Arte del tejido en expansión. Uniandinos. Bogotá, Colombia.
2018	 Wie weiblich ist die Stadt. Museum Frauenkultur Regional - International, Fürth - Germany. Wunder-Kammer. 
	 La cámara del príncipe. Curated by Lucrecia Piedrahita Orrego. Artistas y arquitectos. El Castillo, Medellín, Colombia.  
2017	 Deseo. Una exposición sobre el sexo, el amor y la lujuria. Curated by Emiliano Valdés. Museo de  arte Moderno de Medellín.
               MAMM.  Medellín, Colombia. 
	 Come Together : Collaborative  Lithographs from Tamarind Institute. Curated  by UIMA senior curator Kathleen  A. Edwards. 
               IMU Black Box Theater. University of Iowa Stanley Museum of Art. USA 
2016	 Tres décadas de arte en  expansión. Curated by Carolina Ponce  de León and Santiago Rueda. Banco de la  República. 
               Bogotá, Colombia. 
2015	 Museo Efímero del Olvido.  Curated by Cristina Lleras. Salón Regional de artistas. Universidad  Nacional. Bogotá, Colombia. 
2014	 La Novia del Viento.Curated by  Luz Adriana Hoyos. MUA,  Museo Universidad de Antioquia.  Medellín, Colombia. 
	 Correr el telón. Real Academia de España en Roma. Rome, Italy.
	 Keep it Glassy. SHMOG, Shanghai Museum of Glass. China
2012	 Casablanca Biennalle. First Casablanca Biennalle edition. Casablanca, Morocco.  
2009	 Suit Sweet Love. Centro  Cultural de España, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia. 
2007	 O Dibuxo por Diante. CGAC  Centro Gallego de Arte Contemporáneo  en Fundación Eugenio Granell. Santiago  de Compostela 
              – Spain.
	 Arte Colombiano en la  colección del Museo años 60-00.  Museo de Arte Moderno de Bogotá.  MAMBO, Bogotá, Colombia. 
	 Tres Mujeres. Museo de Arte  Moderno de Barranquilla. Barranquilla,  Colombia.
2006	 XI Bienal de Pamplona. Pamplona, Spain. 
2003	 Arte, mujer y migración. Casa  de la Cultura de Alcobendas, Madrid, Spain.
2002	 Mujeres. Museo de Arte  Moderno, Cali, Colombia. 
1998	 Rojo sobre Rojo. Johnny Walker Award for the Arts. Traveling exhibition. Biblioteca Luis Ángel  Arango. Bogotá, Colombia. 
	 Pintura de los 90. MAM, Museo de Arte Moderno de Cartagena. Cartagena, Colombia. 
              Fragilidad: Arte y Medio Ambiente. Museo de Arte, Universidad Nacional. Bogotá, Colombia.   
	 VI Bienal de Arte, Museo de Arte Moderno de Bogotá. Bogotá, Colombia. 
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